
Oyster Park Primary Academy 
Early Reading Expectations 2025-2026 

 

 

 End of Autumn term End of Spring term End of Summer term 

UFS 

Phonics stage Children need to be 
exposed to the majority 
of initial letter sounds. 
Children will be able to 
orally blend sounds 
together and some will 
be able to read CVC 
words 

Children will have 
consolidated their initial 
letter sounds and will be 
introduced to the special 
friends th/sh/ch/ng/nk/qu. 
Children will be able to 
read/blend words with 3 
and 4 letter sounds. 
Children will practise using 
Fred in Head once they are 
secure at blending.  

All children will be able to 
blend CVC words and the 
majority will be able to 
blend 5 letter sound 
words. Children will be 
introduced to Set 2 
sounds and will be 
confident in knowing 10 
digraphs by the end of 
Reception.  

Book band Children will be given a 
Sound Blending books 
and those secure will 
begin reading Red 
Books 

Children will be halfway 
through red band and the 
most able will be beginning 
to read Green books.  

Children will have read at 
least half of Green books 
to be deemed on track 
with the most able 
beginning to read Purple.  

Year 1 

Phonics stage Children will know all of 
Set 2 sounds. Children 
will continue to develop 
their understanding of 
Fred in Head and 
reading words at speed.  

Children will have learnt all 
Set 3 alternative sounds. 
Children will be able to 
read words using Set 1 
sounds using Fred in Head. 
Children will continue to 
develop reading words at 
speed.  

Children will recap Set 2 
and 3 sounds in readiness 
for the Phonics Screening 
Check. Children be will be 
reading with some 
fluency and only sound 
out words that are 
multisyllabic or 
unfamiliar. Children will 
be able to read 60 words 
per minute.  

Book band Children will be halfway 
through Pink and and 
the most able will be 
beginning to read 
Orange books.  

Children will be reading 
Yellow books 

Children will be reading 
Blue books.  

Year 2 

Phonics stage Children will consolidate 
their understanding of 
Set 3 alternative 
sounds. They will be 
able to read with 
fluency.  

Children will consolidate 
their understanding of Set 
3 alternative sounds. 
Children will spend the 
majority of a RWI session 
focussing on Word Time 
(Fred in Head/Reading at 
Speed).   

Children will be able to 
read 90 words per 
minute.  

Book band Children will be reading 
Blue band. 

Children will be reading 
Grey Books.  

Children will have 
completed the scheme 
and will be reading 
Transition books.  


